STATEMENT BY
SENATOR JOHN H.  CHAFEE
FEBRUARY 27, 1984

HEARINGS ON S, 2053

SUBCOVMM TTEE ON HEALTH

MR CHAIRVAN, | WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OF THOSE WHO
HAVE COME HERE TODAY TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THESE HEARI NGS. MOST
NOTABLY, | THANK CHRI S CRADDY, WHO LIVED FOR MANY YEARS IN A
LARGE | NSTI TUTION I N MY OWN HOME STATE OF RHODE | SLAND, AND NOW
LI'VES IN A COMUNI TY- BASED HOME. CHRIS WLL SHARE WTH US HER
PERSONAL FEELI NGS ABOUT LIFE IN THI'S VERY DI FFERENT SETTI NG.

VWE W LL ALSO HEAR FROM EXPERTS WHO ARE | NVOLVED | N THE CARE
OF THE SEVERELY DI SABLED AND RETARDED BOTH I N LARGE I NSTI TUTI ONS

AND COMMUNI TY- BASED HOMES, AS WELL AS SEVERAL PARENTS OF RETARDED OR
DI SABLED | NDI VI DUALS.

SOVE TIME AGO, | READ SOMVETHI NG THAT | WOULD LI KE TO
SHARE W TH YOU TODAY:

THE SEVEN STEPS TO STAGNATION: 1.
WE' VE NEVER DONE | T THAT WAY



2 W' RE NOT READY FOR THAT YET

3 WE' RE DO NG ALL RIGHT WTHOUT IT
4  \\E TRIED IT ONCE AND I T DIDN T WORK OUT

5 | T COSTS TOO MUCH

6  THAT' S NOT OUR RESPONSI BILITY
7 1T WON T WORK

THI S BILL G VES US THE OPPORTUNI TY TO TAKE PCSI TI VE
ACTI ONS ON BEHALF OF THOSE WHO MOST NEED OUR HELP. THESE HEARI NGS
PROVIDE US WTH A LONG OVERDUE FORUM I N WHI CH WE CAN CLOSELY
SCRUTI NI ZE THE CURRENT SYSTEM OF CARE AND DETERM NE HOW I T CAN BE
| MPROVED TO BENEFI T THOSE WHO NEED | T MOST,

THI'S LEG SLATION IS HI GHLY CONTROVERSI AL AND EVOKES
TREMENDOUS EMOTION. | T IS CRUCI AL TO BEAR IN M ND THAT WE ALL SHARE
A COWON PURPOSE — TO PROVI DE THE BEST POSSI BLE CARE TO QUR
RETARDED AND DI SABLED CI TI ZENS WHO ARE NOT ABLE TO CARE FOR
THEMSELVES. OUR GOAL TODAY | S TO DETERM NE HOW THI S PURPOSE CAN
BEST BE ACCOWPLI SHED.



SINCE | INTRIDUCED TH S BILL LAST NOVEMBER, | HAVE RECH VED
QUESTI ONS ABQJT THE STABI LI TY OF GROLP HOMES, THE ADM SABI LITY GF THE
10- 15 YEAR SHFT OF FEEERAL FUNDS TO QOMMIN TY PROGRAMS FCRM LARGER
FAQLITIES, THE ELIQBILITY REQJ REMENTS CF PATIENTS, THE QOST, AND
MCST | MPCRTANT, HOWNTHE STATES WLL BE ABLE TO DEVELCP M ABLE

QOMMUN TY- BASED FAQ LI TI ES THAT PROVIDE A H GH QUALI TY CF CARE. |
HOPE THAT WE CAN ACDRESS ALL GF THESE QUESTI ONS TCDAY TO THE

SATI SFACTI ON CF EVERYONE WHO HAS BEXPRESSED SUCH HEARTFELT | NTEREST AND
QONCER\L

VE ALL HAVE A TENDENCY TO FEAR THE UNKNOML  THAT IS WHY VE

ARE HERE TADAY —TO EXAM NE TH S | DEA CF GROP HOMES, WH CH
| S NEW AND DI FFERENT AND UNKNOWN TO MOST OF US. W ARE HERE TO

LEARN FROM THOBE WHO WLL TESTI FY —TO LEARN FROM THE R
KNOALEDCE AND THE R EXPER ENCE

V¥ SHOULD NOT DENY QLR RETARDED AND D SABLED A Tl ZENS THE
CPPCRTUN TY TO GRONV AND PARTI A PATE I N THE GCOMMIN TY BECAUSE GF AR
OMN | NABI LI TY TO GRAPPLE WTH THE UNKNOM.  GONGRESS AND AGUR NATI ON
HAVE ALVAYS STR VED TO BETTER THE AGURRENT Sl TUATI ON HON CGAN VEE AK
ANY LESS FCR THESE PATI ENTS GF | NSTI TUTI ONS,



